SWD WOMEN’S CRICKET COMMITTEE

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT FOR THE 2009/2010 SEASON

BY SHIREEN LEANNE NOBLE

___________________________________________________________________

INTRODUCTION

It gives me great pleasure to report about the activities of the SWDWC for the 2009/2010 season

“Believe as though you are, and you will be…. ERNEST HOLMES”

GENERAL OVERVIEW

· This was the fifth season that SWDWC participated at Provincial level
· On Provincial level, competitive cricket was played amongst the regions but on the National side it didn’t go that well.
· SWD Women’s Cricket has definitely got talent but just a few of the players are using it to full potential.
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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES

Provincial Team

· The past season for SWD Women’s Cricket was definitely not a good one.
· They played against Western Province, Boland, Eastern Province and Border.
· Of the eigth matches they played – they lost seven games and won one game of the eight.
· Annemie Koen and Bernadien Bezuidenhout were selected to represent the East Coast Region to play in the Super 4’s Pro20 tournament.
· Rebecca Grundy (County Player from Warwickshire, England) was 15th on the ranking list for Leading Bowling Averages (64.2 overs, 6 maidens, 219 runs, 16 wickets, average 13.68)
· Bernadine Bezuidenhout was 5th on the ranking list for Leading Wicket Keepers.
· Elzaan Pietersen, 6th on ranking list for Leading Fielders. 
SWD U/19 Girls

The players in the U/19 team were mainly matriculants.  Seventeen players were registered and they were part of the league structure.  They practiced as a team very often because of the fact that the girls are widely spread over the SWD.  Besides this, their performance was very good.  The National U/18 week went well where the SWD girls won three matches, drew one and lost two.  Bernadine Bezuidenhout scored the most runs (274) at the National U/19 tournament in East London.  She is also the first SWD player in the National U/19 squad.   On the provincial tournament they have played eight matches, won four and lost four.

George Region

George Region incorporated with George CC - 27 players were registered but no development took place.  For the 6th time they played in the finals against Mossel Bay. They played eight matches won six, lost one and one No Result.

Mossel Bay Region

Mossel Bay Region incorporated with the Mossel Bay CC - 30 players were registered and mostly from schools.  The coach is very thankful for the manner in which Mossel Bay CC assisted them.  Rebecca Grundy was a great asset for Mossel Bay Women’s Cricket in terms of batting and bowling techniques.  They have played eight matches, won five, lost two and one No Result.  They delivered four SWD U/19 players, six SWD Senior players and one SA U/19 player.

Hessequa Region
Hessequa tried very hard but there is definitely a problem with the player’s attitude and a lack of discipline and motivation was identified as an obstacle.  They’ve played eight matches and lost all eight.

Oudtshoorn Region
Oudtshoorn is operational functional region. They’ve played eight matches, won four and lost four.

MATTERS THAT NEEDS ATTENTION

· The senior team as well as the regions start too late with practices for the next season.
· A concern was raised that the SWD Women’s Team practices too little and there was a communication problem between the coach and the players. 
· The attitude of the players on the field. Discipline on the field needs attention.
· No feeder systems from schools for the U/19 team.
· In certain regions no development took place.
· There are challenges with regard to preparation.
· It seems that the SWD team is not functioning as a unit.
RECOMMENDATIONS

· There must be a pipeline from schools to Women’s Cricket

· Pre-season training is a must and the co-ordinator must play a big role in preparing players for the next season.

· The preparation must be a challenge for the players.

· Give younger players an opportunity to play in the Senior Team (will keep older ones on their toes and to earn their position).

· U/19 still to be part of the league structure.

· U/19’s to play after examinations on a Saturday and Sunday, not during exams. 

· Players must be encouraged to do coaching courses to empower themselves and to gain knowledge of the game. 

· The committee to meet on a regular basis to discuss issues.

· SWDWC Committee to have an input in appointing the Coach, Assistant Coach and Team Manager. 

THANKS AND GRATITUDE

I would like to thank the following people for their loyal support and dedication:

· The Executive Committee SWDCB
· Mr Albertus Kennedy, General Manager SWDCB
· Mr Johan Weyers, Manager Coaching and Development SWDCB
· SWD Women’s Cricket Senior Coach, Mr Robert Jansen, Ms Sunelle Coetzee, Assistant Coach, Mr Heinie Benn, Team Manager, the Regional Co-ordinators, the players and everybody involve in Women’s Cricket, well done.
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