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REPORT:  SWD SCHOOLS SPORT CRICKET

By MR JONATHAN CARELSE
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INTRODUCTION

It is a pleasure to report on school cricket matters. Things are starting to look up for schools cricket as far as our administration, finances and most important, the players that were included in national and other representative teams are concerned.

ACHIEVEMENTS

Congratulations to Rian Botha and Bernadine Bezuidenhout with their inclusion into the respective national representative teams.  Another four players were included in the Warriors Cubs team that took part in National Cubs week which was held in Stellenbosch earlier this year. They were Brendon Louw, Marcello Piedt, Rian Botha and Justin Jordaan. In 2009 five U/17 and five U19 players attended the CSA Regional Camps in Port Elizabeth.

HIGH PERFORMANCE PROGRAMS

A high performance programme as part of the Chevrolet sponsorship to Cricket Eastern Cape, was a significant element of success and contributed to a large extend to enhance the overall performance of the top youth players in the province. This promising project will ensure positive progression in terms of cricket structures in the province.Our search for SWD cricketers started in March already. The U/11 and U/13 festivals were held in Mossel Bay where players were identified for our open squads. These squads will come together in June and July purely for skills enhancement, as trials will only be held in September and October 2010.

SCHOOLS LEAGUES

We want to congratulate the schools that won the respective super leagues.  The schools league structure in the province makes provision for a Super League, which is contested on a competition format for U/19’s (45 overs) and U/15’s (40 overs).  Outeniqua High School from George who successfully chased a target of 168 made 170/4 to record a 6 wicket won in the final against Oakdale Agricultural High School from Riversdale. In the U/15 competition the same two schools played in the final. Outeniqua High lost their title with Oakdale winning by 3 wickets.  Outeniqua managed to score 181/7 in their innings in which Oakdale replied with 184/7. 

Oakdale won the inaugural Standard Bank Pro 20 Schools competition when they beat Outeniqua by 6 wickets in the final that was played at the Recreation Ground in Oudtshoorn.  Outeniqua made 119/8 whereby Oakdale replied with 120/4 (in 16 overs).  Twelve schools participated in this popular competition.

We were informed at a SA Schools Cricket meeting that CSA will this year aim to have six hundred schools participating in the competition.

                                                                                                                FEEDBACK SA SCHOOLS CRICKET MEETING

Dates for this year’s national tournaments and venues will be confirmed later this year.

The SWD Schools Cricket chairperson and the secretary attended the SA Schools Cricket Annual General meeting. A summary of that meeting will be made available after consultations with the national schools secretary.  A Western Cape Schools Cricket meeting was held in Oudtshoorn where discussions were mainly about the new constitution, financial policy and procedures. 

FINANCES

Currently we are in preparation to send our financial books to the auditors. It feels good to report that we are getting on par with the SWD Cricket Board’s required procedures in order to be in compliance in terms of Financial Management. I want to thank the president Rudy Claassen, Albertus Kennedy, Lluwellyn Coetzee, Johan Weyers and rest of the Executive Committee who patiently steered us in the right direction.

AWARDS

Rian Botha was the SWD High Schools player of the season whilst Chris Marrow (Oakhill Primary School, Knysna) was the Primary School’s cricketer of the year.  

THANKS AND GRATITUDE

We want to thank all the coaches and team managers for the time they spent away from their families in order to prepare our youngsters for the various national weeks and other regional tournaments. 
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