SOUTH WESTERN DISTRICTS CRICKET BOARD

GENERAL OVERVIEW



HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

Cricket in the South Western Districts was managed and administered by two bodies in the pre-apartheid era. The establishment of the SWD Cricket Board (SWDCB) in 1991 brought about the organizational unity of all cricketers in the SWD for the first time after a century-and-a-half of segregation and division. Between 1991 and July 1998 the SWDCB was affiliated under the auspices of the Western Province Cricket Association as a Country Districts province. 

As from July 1998 until the restructuring process of the South African cricket (September 2003) the SWDCB was affiliated as a sub-union of the Boland Cricket Board. SWD was withdrawn from the South African Country Cricket Association (SACCA) competition between 1999 and 2000 and the provincial team only participated in the leagues of the Boland Cricket Board.  After recommendations from a United Cricket Board of South Africa (UCBSA) Commission (which was held in 2000), the SWDCB was funded directly from the UCBSA and was also re-introduced to the SACCA competition. 

For the 2004/05- and 2005/06 seasons, after associated status was awarded to five new provinces (including South Western Districts) as part of the re-structuring process of South African cricket, the SWD participated in the UCBSA Associates Amateur league competitions.  As part of the re-structuring process SWD was geographically included as part of Cricket Eastern Cape (Warriors professional franchise).  

The SWD Cricket Board opened its first full time office in October 2004 in Oudtshoorn and cricket in the province was run for the first time on a day-to-day basis with Mr Albertus Kennedy appointed as the first General Manager.  The Recreation Ground became the official home ground of the SWD Cricket.

The General Council of the UCBSA approved a new format for amateur cricket, incorporating the associates with the eleven affiliated provinces, during February 2006. First class status was afforded to the Three Day competition and continuation of participation was subject to review. The 2006/07 season was followed by a review process by Cricket South Africa (CSA) – as from July 2006 the newly adopted Constitutional name of the governing body of South African cricket – on the progress of associate provinces.  

The outcome was that SWD was allowed to continue competing in the Cricket South African Provincial Challenge competitions. As from the 2009/10 season SWD participated in the CSA U/19 Three Day competition.

STATUS


The Board is a voluntary association having a separate identity from that of its affiliates, which is entitled to own property, whether moveable or immovable or otherwise, and to sue and to be sued in its own name and, not withstanding any change in its composition of its membership from time to time, shall have perpetual succession.

AREA OF JURISDICTION

The geographical area stretches from Swellendam and Ladismith in the west to Plettenberg Bay and Uniondale in the east and Murraysburg in the north.

OBJECTIVES
· To promote, advance, administer, coordinate and generally encourage the game of cricket in the SWD.

· To govern and to make by-laws, rules and regulations governing, regulating and controlling cricket under the jurisdiction of the Board, and to add to, repeal, or after such by-laws, rules and regulations and to enforce the carrying out of the same.

· To determine the rules and conditions of play to which affiliated teams must adhere to when competing against one another in competitions as arranged by the SWDCB.

· To manage and administer cricket in the SWD.

· To settle disputes arising between members and bodies of persons connected directly or indirectly with cricket within the jurisdiction of the Board.

· To distribute funds to its members for the promotion and advancement of cricket.

· To actively strive towards a situation where the resources for the playing of cricket are accessible to all persons desirous of playing cricket on an equal basis and so strive to fulfil the CSA Transformation Policy.

· To enhance the corporate image of cricket in the province.

PRINCIPLES
· A general unity of purpose and action by members of the Board.

· Mutual Respect

· Respect and recognition of sentences laid down by members of the Board

· Adherence to the general principles contained in the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa.

· Custodianship of Cricket in the SWD
ACHIEVEMENTS

The SWD Cricket Board has:

· A structure of communication/liaison with the Provincial Government sports body.

· An accurate and efficient administration, recording and accounting system;

· A coordinated and developed general coaching programme;

· A coordinated and developed system of talent identification and coaching for talented cricketers qualified to play for the association;

· A coordinated and developed programme to train coaches, umpires, groundsman and scorers;

· A coordinated and developed system to organize special events, to develop cricket awareness within the local population;

Hosting of Events

· Standard Bank U/13 Week (2006)

· Girls U/19 National Week (2007)

· PG Bison U/15 National Week (2008)

· SA Sports Association for the Intellectually Impaired Triangular Tournament between South Africa, England and Australia in 2005 – of which SWD was a co-host.

· CSA Academies Tournament 2009

Black African Cricket Development Program

Our historic and moral duty to ensure that cricket grows and flourishes among the truly disadvantaged of society, with the recognition that the majority of disadvantaged come from our Black African communities. This involves a commitment to develop the potential among our Black African people at all levels of the game.

This program – that was introduced in 2008 - will ensure a structure from where Black African cricket will be developed by firstly identifying potential primary schools and high schools to create a feeder system for players to create a club cricket system in designated areas.
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