CONVENOR OF SELECTORS

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2009/10

By MR R.C.L. AVONTUUR



INTRODUCTION

The 2009/10 cricket season was, as far as the senior provincial side is concerned, a very exciting but also very challenging one for the selection panel. The 2009/10 season saw the first step taken in our quest to win a major national trophy in the nearby future. 

We have in the final analysis; succeeded in reaching some of the objectives we set for ourselves, (SWD cricket) for the 2009/10 season. I will deal with these objectives under the heading Player Base.

GENERAL

The provincial season was extended from 6 matches to a wapping 13 games – a move that really caught us napping! The fact that the coach was only appointed days before the first provincial fixture, also added to a situation that wasn’t really conducive for the proper preparation of the players – mentally and physically – for what proved to be a very demanding season.

Selection was sometimes difficult due to the huge number of injured players – not once did we have the luxury of picking from a fully-fit squad! This resulted in often late announcement of teams.

Not withstanding the challenges there were quite significant strides made, due to, I think, the following.

· A consistent selection approach.

· Players were always given more than one opportunity to prove themselves.

· We always placed a big premium on the balance of the side.

· We adopted a “ horses of courses” attitude seeking to select players best suited for certain conditions and formats.

· We started to experiment with a player’s committee (this still needs to be fine-tuned)

· The influence of the coach on the individual as well as the collective.

PLAYER BASE OBJECTIVES:

The departure of Terence-Davies Taylor to the Eastern Cape and the injury to Wessel Hartslief and Nigel Brouwers together with our failure to lure a worthy quickie to the SWD, left us with no other option but to look at our locally grown players to fill the breach. We had a hard look at our school – boys and drafted Justin Jordaan, Brandon Louw and Rian Botha into the senior fold.

We were also fortunate in obtaining the services of Martin Coetzee and Stefan Grobler and have the added good fortune of having Marcello Piedt, Sidwell Williams and other talented players on the outside looking in. (Refer to the emerging – and academy players).

SENIOR TEAM

The following 22 players represented the SWD Senior Team in the 2009/10 season:

	1.
	Sammy-Joe Avontuur

	2.
	Douglas Baartman

	3.
	Rian Botha

	4.
	Niel Bredenkamp

	5.
	Nigel Brouwers

	6.
	Martin Coetzee

	7.
	Terence-Davis Taylor

	8.
	Burton De Wet

	9.
	Bardo Fransman

	10.
	Stefan Grobler

	11.
	Garry Hampson

	12.
	William Hantam

	13.
	Wessel Hartslief

	14.
	Rudi Hillerman

	15.
	Roelof Hugo

	16.
	Justin Jordaan

	17.
	Brendon Louw

	18.
	Merlin Masimela

	19.
	Nathan Murray

	20.
	André Olivier

	21.
	Gerhard Strydom

	22.
	Pieter Stuurman


OVERVIEW OF RESULTS

Where-as we were relatively successful in the 3 day format we were less so in the one dayers. The 3 day format saw us ending 6th overall (out of 14) and 11th out of 14 in the one day format.

We can look at some positives and developments form the previous season in terms of individual performances and records broken. Gerhard Strydom scored 1032 first class runs at an average of 41,28 runs with 2 centuries and 8 fifties. In both formats a total of 10 tons were scored by 8 different batsmen with Rudi Hillerman’s 140* the highest. Forty-one 50’s were scored by 10 different batsmen. On the bowling averages followed by Douglas Baartman in the 18th position. William Hantam ended 3rd in the shorter form of the game and Pieter Stuurman 8th in the batting averages.

PLANNING FOR OFF-SEASON

There are a number of exciting programmes running during the off season to prepare the players for the new season as well as broaden the base of players. The SWD Academy will run through the off season under the guidance of Garry Hampson and will culminate with the Academies Week in September. 

The SWD Emerging Squad players will continue to be monitored – a number of them have been included in the academy intake. 

Ten senior squad members are will be playing in the UK during the off season which will also help their development through the off season. A planned pre season camp will take place for the senior squad prior to the season.

